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AIT 
OF SOME LAT E 
CONVERSATIONS, 
Beween the 


Reverend Mr. WE S L E V. 
And Others. 


Leeds, Aug. 12, &c. 1766. 


8 2 W AT Preachers are admitted this 3 > 


William Orpe, William Ellis, james 
W d, Samue! Woodcock, James Longbothom, 
Joſeph pillmore, William Barker, Thomas Simpſon, 
Duncan Wright, James Dillon, James Rea, Richard 
Burke remained on Trial, till we know what his 
Debts are. 
(2 William Ellis have 10 Faith in Chriſt ? Ab 
you ging on to Perfection ? Do you expect to be er- 
Hected in Love, in this Life? are you groaning after 


It. Are vou reſolved to devote yourſelf who/7 to 
God and his Work? 


Do you know the Methodiſt Defrine? Have you 


read toe dern ens ? tbe Notes on the New-Teflament ? 
A Do 
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Do you know the Merl diſt- Plan? Have you read 
the plain Account ? The Appeals? 

Do you know the Rules of the Society? Of the 
Bands? Do you keep them? 

Do you take no Snuff ? Tobacco ? Drams ? 

Do you conſtantly attend the Church and Sacrament? 

Have you read the Minutes? Are you willing to 
conform to them ? 

Have you conſidered the twelve Rules of an Hel-- 
per, eſpecialiy the firſt, tenth and twelfth ? 1 

Will you keep them for Conſcience Sake ? 

Are you determined to employ a// yourTime 1n the 
Work of Gov ? 

Will you preach every Morning and Evening ? 
Endeavouring rot to ſpeak too joud or too long; 
Not lolling with your Elbows ? Have you read the 
„ Rules of Action and Utterance?“ 

Will you meet the Socicty, the Bands, the Select- 
Society, the Leaders (of Bands and Claſle:) in every 
Place ? 

Will you ding ntly and earneſtly inflru& the Chil- 


J 


dren, and vifit from Houſe to Houle ? 


Will you recommend Falting, both by Precept 
and Example? 

The ſame Queſtions were propoſed to the reſt ſe- 
verally, before they vere admitted. 

Q. Who are «amitied un try? 

A. Thomas Dancer, Simon Day, Benj Rhodes, 
John Allen, Thomas Halliday, Lancelot Llarritog. 

2 ho act as eff ul this Tear? 

A John jones, William Perinngton, Tho Har- 
ſon, A Mather, R:chard Benderſon, Thomas 
Simplon, Jchn Furz, John Maſon, William 28 
Tuomas 1 P Jaco, James, Clough, Rober 
Rebelte, I. Mitebell, Ih. Kankin, Thon as Low, 
Jemes Gee die, if, Brown, Rickard Po roman. J. bt 
1. e 580 Cownly, Jacab Rowei!, T. fag lor, 
Ichn chien. James Morgan, M. Davis, Vue 
N T. Briſco. 

Q. What Preachers are laid àſee this Year ? 

8.1 


wks — 85 4 


— 


2 


i 


CN 


e 


=, 


* 


n 


1 
8 


ta 


t Þ 
O 08 


3 


— — 2 — OY 


E 


Q. How are the Preachers ftationed ? 


7 f 3 * 


A. London John Jones, John Marlin, Rich. 

* JET Blackwell, Dunc. Wright. 
2 Suſſex Wm. Pennington, Jo. Catermole.“ . 
3 Canterbury John Eaſton. 1 
4 Colcheſter bo. Tobias. of 
5 Norwich Tho. Hanſan, Benj. Rhodes. F, 
6 Bedfordſhire James Gla«brook. bs 
- Oxtordihire William Minethorp. "a 
8 Wits Alex. Mather, Tho. Dancer. N 
„. Stephens, John Oldham. f: 
9 Briſtol Kich, Henderſon, J. Nelſon. 10 
4 10 Devon Tho. Simpſon, JamesC otty. 5) 
| 11 Cornwall Eaſt J. Furz, J. Davis, Jof. Pilſmore. i 
1 Weſt J. Maſon, Sim. Day, W. Barker. | 
13 Staffordſhire W. Or;e, N. Manners 4 Poole, 5 
14 Cheſhire T'. Johnſon, Parſon Greenwood. 'P 
15 Lancafhire Peter Jaco, Paul Greenwood. ; 


| | John Pawſon, John Allen. 
16 Derbyſhire James Clough, Iſaac Waldron, 


if 
5 j* 
11 


| G. Hudſon, 1 
> Shefield Rob. Roberts, foſ. Guilford. if 
18 Läncolnſhire Eaſt T. Mitchell. ] Ellis, T. Carlill. 1 
19 Welt T. Rapkin, W. Bramman, L. | 
Jarriſon. e 1 
20 Leeds Tho. J. e James Longbothom. Wy. 
21 Pictlal James Oddie, Themas Banby, 'F 
| Dan. Bumſted, Moſes Cheel:. 
2 Tlaworth J. Brown, ]. Shaw, Rob. Con- 
| fa:dine, John Atlay. 
23 York R. Boardman W. Whitewell, 
J. Standring, Sam. Woodcock, 
24 Yarm John Reflup, J. Kerſhaw, W. 
| ll, Darney. 
25 The Dales J. Rowell, J. Robertſhaw, T. 
; Hallid ay. 


25 Neweale J. Con, Obrist. Hopper, 1 


liver, Matt. Lowes. 


27 Dunbar William Eli. 

28 Edinburgh Jobn Hel:on, Joſ. Thompſon. 
29 Dundee Thomas Oliveis, 

30 Aberdeen Thomas T aylor, 


FX 1 


31 Glaſgow "Jumes Brownfield, 


32 Wales Geo. Story, T. Newall. 

33 Dublin John Morgan, John Murray. 

34 Limerick Sam. Levick, Barn. Thomas. 
35 Waterford Rob. Swindells, T. Weſtall, 

36 Cork Mark Davis, John Dillor. 

37 Athlone Rich Bourke, Tho. Briſco. 


J. Whitchead, W. Thon. pſon, 
38 Caftlebarr James Demplier, 
39 North Weſt John Johnſon, James Morgan. 


40 Eaſt James Rea, Rob. Williams, 
Q. What Number are in the Society at 
London ? ' _ Sheflield 533 
Suſlex ? 197 Epworth * 695 
Canterbury? _ Grimſby 700 
Colcheſter? 141 Leeds 5 
Norwich? Firial 1475 
Bedford? 167 Haworch © 1525 
Oxfordſhire York 1 992 
Wilts 941 vam | 1103 
Eriftol 1089 'Fhe Dales 771 
Devon . Neucaſtle 1304 
Cornwall Eaft 97 | oY ok.” 

Weſt 1655 Edinburgh _ . 16; 
SCaffordſhiie + 835 Dundee, xc. 321 
8. ep 955 887 Wales | 
I ancaſhire 1742 Ireland 
VLerbyſhire 739 


Q. What is the Kingſwood Colle dion? 
A. One hundred, cighteen Pounds, 136. 11d, 
. ef can be done for King Wood? 
A. 1. Put in James Hindmarth, and his Wife, 
as bat E maſter and Houfe— keeper. 
| Deſire Mr. Price to ſtay another Lear. 

uy Appoint three or five Fruſtees. 

4. Let each Briſtol-Preacher be an Hour a Week 
at leaſt with the Children. 

Q. What is the Yearly Sub'cription ? 

A. Six hundred ninety-five. Pounds, 28. 11d. 
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Q. What Places petition for Help ? 


A. Aberdeen 50 granted Rotherham _ 


Edinburgh 100 
Portarlington, 
Londonderry, 
Mountmelick 20 
Monk wearem, 20 


Sunderland, 
Alditone, 
. Swa'edale, 
Allandale 5 
Barnardcaſtle 10 
2 oþ e dae 4 
VPVarm 10 
Thirſk 5 
Stoxley 10 
Whitb 8 
Vork N 1 
Scarborough, 
Heptonſtall 10 
Paddiham, 
Bacup, 
Bingley . 
Bradford 40 
Hallifax 10 
Leeds 10 
Rothwell, 
Thorner 
Horbury, 
. 
Grimſby 5 
J.owth _ g: 
Sibrey 10 
Boſton 10 
Sheffield 5 
Bradwell, 


15 
0 
Derb7ß 20 
Nottingham 
Burton 30 
Creitch, 

Aſhly 

Stockport, 
Congleton, 
Warrington, 
Borſlam, 

Maxfield, 

Bolton, 

Liverpool, 

Cheſter, 

Salop, 4 
Birmingham 10 


Woolverhampton, 


Stroud, 

Darlafſton, 

Lelant, 

St, Hilary, 
Crowan, 

Stithian, 

St. Juſt, 
Collumpton 20 
Pensford, 


Bath, 
Brad ford, 


Shepton 10 


Shaftſbury 10 


Bedford, 
Norwich, 


_ Colcheſter 20 


Canterbury 


Q. What is our total Debt for Building? 


A. 11383 Pounds. 


5 The Rcmainder was divided among the Preachers, wEo were 
in Want, 
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Q. We ſhall be utterly ruined if we go on thus, 
How may we prevent the increaſe of Debt? 

A. 1. Let no other Bui'ding be undertaken, till 
two thirds of the Money are ſubſcribed. 


2. We will allow nothing to any Houſe which 


ſhall be begun after this Day, till the Debt is: re- 
duced to 3oco Pounds. ; 
„ 3. Let every Preacher labour with his might to 
üncreaſe the Collection next Year. = 
Q. Are the Houſes ſettled according to the Plan? 
A. Moſt them are. Let each Aſſiſtant take care 
that the reſt be ſo ſettled without Dclay, that at Li- 
verpool in particular, £ 

And let a Council be conſulted concerning the 
Deeds, and concerning indorſing new Truſtees. 

Q. But what if the Proprictors delay conveying 
the Houſes, becauſe they are in debt? 


A. Then let them give a Bond, that they will con- 


vey, as ſoon as they are indemnified. 

And let no Claſſes meet in any Preaching Houſe. 

Q. 4. Are the Roofs of moſt of them well built? 

. They need never riſe above a third of the 
Breadth. 

5. Let a Collection for the School be made in 
June next, in every Preaching-houſe in England, 
Scotland and Ircland. 

Q. What is received this Year for the Preacher's 
Fund? 


A. . 

Need any Rule be added relative to this? 

A. Yes. Let every Preacher who does not bring 
or ſend his Money to the Conference, be fined 2s, 
6d. | 


Q. It was agreed at the laſt Conference, That the 


Men and Women ſhould fit apart every where. Is 
there any Exception to this? | 

A. There is one. In thoſe Galleries where they 
have been acculomed to fit together, they may do 


ſo fil. But let them fit apart every where below, | 


and in all new-erefed Galleries. 


. 


7-1 

Q. It was alſo agreed, That Field-preaching 
Mould not be omitted, to pleaſe any one. But who 
15 proper to preach abroad ? 

A. t. The Affiſtant: 

2. Any Preacher whom he adviſes to it. 

Q. We agreed, None ſhould remove from one So- 
ciety to another, without a Certificate from the Aſ- 
ſiſtant? Has this been well obſerved ? 

A. No. Let every Aſſiſtant obſerve it better for 
the Time to come. 

Q When and where may our next Conference be- 

in? 

A. At London, the third Tueſday in Auguſt, 

Q. How may each Aſliſtant take a Regular Cata- 
logue of the Societies ? 

A. By writing the Names of th: Members as they 
live in Houſe-row, without regarding the Claſſes. 

Q. Should we give the Rules of the Society to 
every one, when taken on Trial? 

A. By all Means. And let every Band- Leader 


have the Band Rules. 


Q. Should we repeat or inforce the Rules relating 
to Ruffles, Lace, Snuff and Tobacco; 
A. Inforce them vigorouſly, tho calmly. When 


any Perſon is admitted into a Society, even Good- 
breeding requires kim to conform to the Rules of that 


Society. 


Q. When ſhould we inforce them i in Ireland and 
Scotland? © 


A. Without delay Only ſhew them the r-4/929- 


bleneſs of it in Scotland, and they will conform to 


any thing. 

Q. Have the Sermons on Wand' rin; Thoughts, 
In-being Sin, the Lord our Righteouſneſs, ard the 
vcripture-Way of Salvation been carefully diſperſed ? 

A. No. Let each Aſſiſtant do it now. 


And let each inſiſt on Cleanlineſs and deceney 


every where. And give an Account to his Suc- 


| ceſſor of the State of things in his Circuit, 


Let 
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Let him likewiſe ſo order the Preaching in his 
Circuit, that no Preacher may be obliged to miſs the 


Church, more than two Sundaysin a Month. 
Q. Are we not then Diſſenters ? 
A. We are irregular, 1. By calling Sinners. to 


| Repentance, in a// Places of God's Dominion. 2. By 


frequently uſing extemporary Prayer. Yet we are not 


DiJenters in the only Senſe which our Law acknow- | 
ledges: Namely, Perſons who believe it is ſinful to 


attend the Service of the Church : For we do attend 


it at all Opportunities. We will not, dare not ſeparate 


from the Church, for the Reaſons given ſeveral years 
ago. We are not Secevers, nor do we bear any Re- 
ſemblance to them. 
Principles. The Seceders laid the very Foundation 
of their Work in judging and condemning Others. 


Wes laid the Foundation of our Work, in judging and 


condemning ourſelves. They begin every where, 
with ſhewing their Hearers, how fallen ihe Church and 


Miuiſters are. We begin every where, with ſhewing 


our Hearers, How fallen they are hemm/elves, 


Aud as we are not Diſſenters from the Church now, 
ſo we will do nothing willingly, which tends to a 
. Therefore let every Aſſiſtant 


Separation fiom it. 
immediately ſo order his Circuit, that vo Preacher 


may be hindered from attending the Church, morc 


than 'I'wo Sundays in the Month. Never make light 
of going to Church, either by Word or Deed. Re- 
member Mr. Hook, a very. eminent and a zealous 
Papit. When I asked him, © Sir what do you for 
Public Worſhip here, where you have no Remi 
Sermon?“ He anſwered, “Sir, I am fo fully con- 


15 vinced, it is the Duty of every Man, to worſhip Gd 
| in Public, that I yo to Church every Sunday. If I. 


can't have ſuch Worſhip as J wou'd, [ will have ſuch 
worſhip as I can,” | | 


But ſome may ſay, Our own Service is Public 
Yes, in a Senſe ; But not ſuch as ſuper- 


Worſhip.” 


ſedes the Church Service. We never deſigned it 


ſhould :: We have an hundred Times profeiled the 


mons 


contrary. It preſuppoſes Public Prayer, like the Ser- 


We ſet out upon quite oppoſite 


3 
deſir. 
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F mons at the Univerſity. Therefore I have over and 

over adviſed, Uſe no /ong Prayer, either before or 
| aſter Sermon. Ther, fore 1 myſelf frequently uſe 
only a Collect, and never inlarge in Prayer, unleſs at 


Interceſſion, or on a Watchnight, or on ſome extraor- 
(| dinary Occaſion, _ 
* If it were deſigned to be fea] of Church Ser- 
vice, it would be eftentially defective. For it ſeldom 
has the four grand Parts of Public Prayer, Depreca— 
tion, Petition, Interceſſion and Thankſgiving. Nei- 
ther is it, even on the Lord's Day, concluded with 
the Lord's Supper. 
| The Hour for it on that Day, unleſs where there 
is ſome peculiar Reaſon for a Variation, ſhould be 
live in the Morning, as well as Five in the Evening. 
{Why ſhould we make God's is the ſhorteſt of the 
Seven. 
But if the Peop'e put ours in the Place of the 
Church Service, we ur; them that ſtay with us, and 
ruin them that leave us. For then they will go no 
where, but lounge the Sabbath away, without any 
Public Worſhip at all. I adviſe thereſore all the 
IM oatjjs in England and Helau, who hase been 


Scrvice of the Church, atleait every Lord's Day. 


all the Modi, in Great Britain and Ireland? 


love to do all things openly. I will therefore tell 


vou all I know of the Matter, taki ing it from the very 


beginning. 


1. In November 173 3 two or three Perſons, who 


hred me to adviie and pray with them. I ſaid, „If 
you will mect on Thurſday Night, I will help you 


hundreds. The caſe was afterwards, the ſame at 
[riſe King ſword, Newecofl'e, and many other Parts 
bt Ergiand, Scotland and Ireland. It way be ob- 


ſer ved 
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brought up in the Church, conſtantly to attend the 
Q But what Porver is this which you exerciſe over 


A. Count Z. loved to keep all things cloſe, 1 
deſired to flee from 185 Wrath to come, and then 
ſeven or eight more, came to me in London, and de- 


as well as I can.” More and more then defired to 
mect witch them, till they were increaſea to many 
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ſerved, the Deſire was on ir part, not mine. My 


Deſire was, to live and die in Retirement. But I 


did not ſee, that I could refuſe them my Help, and be 
guiltleſs beſcre God. 

Hers commenced my Power, namely a Power to 
appoint, when, and where, and how they ſhould 
meet; and to remove thoſe whoſe Life ſhewed that 
they kad no De fire to flee from the Wrath to come. 
And this Power remained the ſame, whether the 
People meeting together were twelve, 1200 or twelve 
thouſand. 

2. In a few Days ſome of them ſaid, ** Sir, we 
will not He und 7 von for nothing. We will ſub'cribe 
quarterly.” Iſaid, “J will have nothing, for I want 
nothing, My Fellowſhip ſupplies me with all, and 
more than J want,“ One replied, “ Nay, but you 
want 1151. to pay for the Leaſe of the Fei nd ry. And 
likewiſ a large ſum of Money. Wil! be wanting, to 
Put it into repair.“ On this Cenſideration, uf. 
fered them to ſubſcribe. Ard when the Society met, 
] akkee, © Who will take the Tio:ble, of receiving 
this Obey, and paying it, where it is needfal!“ 
One faid, © ill Co it, and keep the Account for 


5oy. 80 here was the firſt Srecoard, Aſterwards I 


deſired one or two more to help me as Stewards, and 
Ir proceſs of time, a greater Number. 

Let it be remarked, it was | myſelf, not the Peo- 
pie, who choſe theſe Stewards, and appointed to 


each the diſtindt Work, wherein he was to help me, 
as long as I deſi el. And herein | began to ex- 


erciſe another ſort of Power, namely, that of ar ppoint- 
ing and removing Stewards, 

3. After a time, a young Man came, J. Mix7 2 
and ſaid, he defired to help me, az a Son in the 
Goſpel. Son after came a ſecond, Womit Richer , 


and a third, Thom is . Pa. 'F. hefe ſeverally deſtre d 


to ſerve me as Sons, 400 to labgur when and where 


I ſhould direct. Obſerve: Theſe Ikewtſe deſired 


„1, nor | ther, But ] darſt not refuſe their Affſtance. 
And here commenced my P,-r, to appoint each of 
theſe, when, where and how to labour: that is, 
i * 
Willie 
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1 © Q. © He ry 


_ | 


while he choſe to continue with me: For each had 


a power to go away when he pleaſed : As | Had allo 


to go away from lhem, or any of them f | taw fut> 
ficient Cauſe. The caſe continued the jame, when 
the Number of Preachers increated, I had juſt the 
ſame Power fill, to appoint when and where and how 
cach ſhould help me, and to tell any, it 1 ſaw caule, 
do not deſire your help any lorger.” On thele 
Terms, and no cther, we join'd at firit : On theſe we 
continue joined. But they do me no !avour, in being 
directed by me. 
Lord. But at preſent, I have nothing from it but 
Troable and Care, and often a Burden | ſcarce know 
Lo. to bear. | 

4. In 1744 I wrote to ſeveral Clergymen, and to 
all who then ſerved me as dons in the Gotpel, deſir- 


ing them to meet mein 9249, to give mie their Ad- 


vice, concerning the belt Method of carrying on the 
Work of God. did not deſne this Meeting, but 
{ did, knowing chat in a Mulii/uve of Corn ell ra there 


zs, jaſety, And when their number ircreaicd, fo 


that it was neither nzeaful nor convenient to invite 
them all, for ſeveral Years I wrote to thoie with 
whom l defired to confer, and theſe only met at the 
Flace jappointed, till at levgth | gave a general j er- 
mithon that all who deſucd 11, might come, 


Obſcrve. I mylic!f tent for thele, of my own free | 


choice; Ard I ſent for them, to adeſſe, not oer 
me. Neither did | at any of thoſe times diveſt my- 


lelf of any Part of that Pezver above deſcribed, which 


the FO idence of God had cad upon me, without 


any Defign, or Choice oi nine. | 
___ Wharc 45 that Power? It is a Power of admitting 


into and excluding fron. the Societies under my Care, 
Of eauſivg and removing Steward, of receiving or 
not receiving Helzers 3 Of appoming them When, 
Where ad how to help me, and of defiring any of 
them to meet me, when] tec prod. And as it was 
merely in Obedience to the Providence of Cod, and 


for the Good of tae People, tnat i ar eit accepced 


this Power, „hien I never ſougnt, nay au hundred 


Time! 


It is true, my reward 15 with the 
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Times laboured to throw of ; So it 1s on the ſame 


Conſiderations, not for Profit, Honour or Pleaſure, \ 


that I uſe it at this Day. 
5. But ſeveral Gentlemen are much offended at 


= having / much Power, My anſwer to them is 
this, 


1 did not ſeek any Part of this Power. It came 


upon me unawares. But when it was come, not dar- 


ing to bury that Talent, I uſed it to the beſt of my 
Judgment, 

Yet I never was fond of it. I always dis; and do 
now bear it as my Burden ; the Burden which God 
Javs vpon me, and therefore I darg not yet lay it 


down. 


But if you can tell me any one, or any five Men, 
to whom I may transfer this Burden, who cn and cui 
Go juſt what I do now, I will heartily thank both 
Them and You. 

6. But ſome of our Helpers ſay, „This is Shack- 


ling free-born Engliſhmen,” and demand a free Con- 
ference, that is, A Meeting of all the Preachers, 


wherein all Things ſhall be determined by mot 
Votes. 
] anſwer, it is poffible, after my Death, ſome thing 


of this Kind may take place, But not while | live, 


To me the Preachers have engaged themſelves to 
ſubmit, to “ ſerve me as Syns in the Gospel.“ But 
they are not thus engaged to any Man, or number of 
Men beſides. To 7: the People in general will ſub— 
mit. But they will not yet tubmit to any other. 

"Tis Nontenſe then to call my uſing /, Peter, 
„ Shackling freeborn Engliſhn en.” None needs to 
ſubmit to it, unleſs he will : So there i no Shackling 


In the caſe. Every Preacher and every Member 
may leave me when be plegſes But while he chooſes 


to ſtay it is on the ſame Term that he Joined me at 


"firſt. 


„ But this is 27Litr ary Pocver; This is no less chan 
making yourſ If Pope. | 
If by aH e Power you mean a Power which I 


exercile / 7 , without any Collegues therein, this is 
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certainly true: But I ſee no hurt in it. Arbitrary in 
this Senſe is a very harmleſs Word. If you mean, 
Urjuſt, unreaſonable, or tyrannical, then it is not 
true. | | | 

As to the other Branch of the Charge, it carries 
no Face of Truth. The Pope affirms that ever 
Chriſtian, muſt do all he bids, and believe all he ſays, 
under pain of Damnation. I never affirmed an 
thing that bears any, the moſt diſtant Reſemblance to 
this. All IJ affirm is, The Preachers who chuſe 
to labour with me, chuſe to ſerve me as Sons in the 
Goſpel.” And “ the People who chuſe to be un. 
der my care, chuſe to be ſo, on the ſame Terms they 


Were at firſt.” 


Therefore all talk of this Kind is highly injuri- 


| ous to me, Who bear this Burden merely for your 


Cakes. And it is exceeding miſchievous to the Peo- 


ple, tending to confound their Underſtandings, and 
to fill their Hearts with evil Surmiſings and unkind 


Tempers toward me: To whom they really owe 
more, for taking all this Load upon me, for exerci- 


| ſing this very Power, for ſhacklirg myſelf in this 


Manner, than for all my Preaching put together. 
Becauſe preaching twice or thrice a Day is no Burden 
to me at all: But the Care of all the Preachers and 
all the People, is a Burden indeed ! 
But all hitherto is comparatively little. I come 
now to ſpeak of greater Things. f 
Ido not depend on ſceing another Conference. 
"Therefore I will now ſpeak once for all, as taking 
my leave of you. 5 | 
{ cannot but know more of the State both of the 
Methodiſt-Preachers and People than any other Per- 
ſon ; Becauſe I ſee more of the Preachers and more 


| of the People, in every Part of the Kingdom. 


Thereforel can give you ſuch an Account both of 
the Preachers and the People, -as no other Perion 


Lan. 


And you are fully aſſured, that 7 am not Prejudi - 


ced againſt either the Preachers or the People, 


B To 
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To begin with the latter. The World ſays, “ The 
Methodiſts are no better than other People.” This 
15 not true, Yet it is nearer the 28 than we are 
willing to imagine. 

For 1. Perſonal-Religion, either toward God or 
Man is amazingly ſuperficial among us. 

J can but juſt touch on a few Generals. How lit- 
tle Faith is there among us, how little Communion 
with Gop ? How little living! in Heaven, Walking 

in Eternity, Deadneſs to every Creature? tiow much 


Love of the World : Deſire of Pleaſure, of Eaſe, of 
Praiſe, of getting Money ? 


How little Brotherly- [ ove > What continual judg- . 


ng one another? What Goſflipping, Evil-ſpeaking, 
Tale-bearing ? What want of Moral-Honeſty ? To 
inſtance only in a few Particulars. 

What Servants, Journeymen, Labourers, Carpen- 
ters, Brieklayers, do as they would be done by ? 
Which of them does as much M ork as he can ? Set 
kim down for a Knave that does not. 

Who does as he would be done by, in buying and 
ſelling, particulariy in ſelling Horſes? Write him 
Knave that does rot. Ard the Methodiſt Knave is 
the worſt of all Knaves. 


2. Family Religion is ſhamefully wanting, and al- 
molt in every branch, 

Aud che Methodiſt in general will be little better, 
till we take quite anct..er courie with them. For 

what avails Pubic Provching alone, wart we could 
preach like Anz els? 

heard Dr. Lupfen ſay. ** My Father, viſiting one 
of his Parihioners, who had never miſſed going to 
Church for forty Years, thenly:ng on his Death-bed, 


askeo hm, Thomas, where do you thiuk your 
Soul will go?“ „Soul! Soul!“ ſaid Thomas: & Ves; 


Do not you know w:ut ; our oul is?“ „ Ay ſurely, 


ſaid he: Why, it is a little Bone in the Back, that 


live's longer than the reſt of tue Body.” So much 


Thoma, had learned by often hearing mers, yea 


and exceeding good Sermons, for fort) Years ! 


We 
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We muſt inſtruct them from Houſe to Houſe : Till 
this is done, and that in good earneſt, the Methodi/ts 
will be little better than other People. 

Can we find a better Method of doing this than 
Nr. Baxter's ? If not, let us adopt it without delay. 
His whole Tract, intitled Gildas Salvianus, is well 
worth a careful Peruſal. A ſhort Extract from it I 
have ſubjoined. ee of this rißting from Houſe 
to Houſe, he ſays, p, 3 


We ſhall find many Difficulties both in ourſelves 
9 in the People. 

In ourſelves there is much Dulneſs and Lazi- 
eſe: So that there will be wuch ado to get us to be 
faithful in the Work. 

2 We have alſo a baſe, Man-pl-afing Temper, 
which makes us let Men periſh, rather than loſe 
their Love, and let them % quickly to Hell, leſt we 
ſhould anger them. 

3. Some of us have alſo a fooliſh Baſhfulneſs. We 
know not how to be in, or to ſpeak plain. We 
bluſh to ſpeak for Chriſt, or to contradi& the Devil, 
or to fave a Soul. 

4. Our Interett ſtops our Mouths, and makes us 
unfaithful in the Work of Chriſt. 

But the great hindrance is, Weakneſs of Faith: 


So our whole Motion is was, becaule the Spring of 
it is weak 


6. Laſtly, We are unkitfel in the Work. How 
| few know how to deal with Men, ſo as to get with- 


in them, to win upon them, and {vit all our Diſcourſe 
to their ſeveral conditions and Tempers, to chuſe 
the fitteſt Subject, and follow them with an holy 
Mixture of Serien nels and Terror, and Love, and 
Meekneſs, and evangelical Allurements ? 
And we have as many Difiiculties o grapple wich 
in our People 
. Too many of them will be unwillng to be 


5 Thos ht, till we conquer their Perverſneſs by the 
EMTs of Reaſon, and the Power of Love. 


And many are fo dull; that they will ſhun be. 
1 taught, for fear of newing their Dulneſs. And 


indeed 
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indeed you will find it extremely hard, to make them 


underſtand the very plaineſt Points, 
And it is ſtill harder, to fix things on their Heart, 


without which, all our Labour is loſt. If you have 


not therefore great Seriouſneſs and Fervency, what 
Good can you expect? And when all is done, it is 


the Spirit of Grace, he alone who muſt do the Work. 
4. And when we have made ſome Imprefions up- 


on their Hearts, if we lcok not after them, they will 
ſoon die away. | 

But as great as this Labour of private Inſtruction 
is, it is abſolutely neceſſary. For after all our preach- 
ing, many of our People are almoſt az igrorant, as if 
they had never heard the Goſpel. I itudy to ſpeak 


as plain as I can ; yet I frequently meet with thoſe 


who have been my Hearers many Years, who know 
not, whether Chriſt be God or Man; or, that Infants 
have any Original Sn. And how few are there, that 


know the Nature of Repentance, Faith and E ojineſs ? 


Mot of them have a Sort of Confidence, that Chriſt 
will juſtify and fave them, while the World has their 
Hearts, and they live to themſelves. And I have. 
found by Experience, that one of cheſe has learned 
more ſiem an E ours clofe Diſcourſe, than from ten 
Years public preaching, | 
And undoubte3ly this private Application is im- 
plied in thoſe ſolemn Words of the Apoſile, I charge 


wee b:fore Gal, and tle Lord Fejus Chr i, cbs jhatl 
ada the quits and iche dead at bis Appearing, preacn 


, » SF RE | a N 7 5 ? * . 2 
4h⁰ rd, de injfrant in Seaſer, 9ut of Seaſon 3 reprive, 


Trenube, cohort, with ail Long-ſuffering aud Drctrine. 
This is likewiſe receſſary to the greater Glory of 


God, by the fuller Succeſs of the Goſpel. O Bre- 
thren, if we could generally ſet this Work on Foot, 


in all our Societies, and proſecute it ſkilfully and 
zealouily, what Glory would :elound to God there- 
by? If the common Ignorance were thus baniſhed, 


and our Vanity and Idleneſs turned into the Study of 
the Way of Life, and every Shop and every E oute 
buſied in ſpeaking of the Word and Works of God: 

| Surely 


* 


Surely God would well in our Habitations, and 
make them his Delight. 

And this is neceſſary to the Welfare of our People, 
many of whom neither believe nor repent to this Pay. 


Look round about, and ſee how many of them are 


ſtill in apparent Danger of Damnation! And how 
can you walk, and talk, and be merry with ſuch 
People, when you know their Caſe ? Methinks 
when you look them in the Face, you ſhould break 
forth into Tears, as the Prophet did when he looked 
upon Hazae/, and then ſet on them with the mot 
vehement and importunate Exhortations, O then 
for God's Sake, and for the Sake of poor Souls 
beſtir yourſelves, and ſpare no Pains that may con- 
duce to their Salvation. 

W hat Cauſe have we to bleed before the Lord this 
Day. that have ſo long neglected this great and good 
Work ? that have been Preachers fo many Years, 


and have done ſo little oy perſonal Inſtructions for 


the ſaving of Men's Souls? If we had but ſet on this 


| Work ſooner, how many more might have been 


brought to Chrilt ? And how much holier and hap- 


pier, might we have made our Socicties before now ? 

And why might we not have done it ſooner ? There 
were many Hindrances in the Way: And fo there 
are ſtill, and always will be. But the greateſt Hin- 


drance was in ourſelves, in our Dulneſs, and Lit- 
t'eneſs of Faith and Love, O that God would 


throughly humble us, and cauſe us to bewail our 


own Neglects; that we may not think it enough to 


lament the Sins of others, while we overlook our 
own! 


But it is objected, 1. This Courſe will take up ſo 


much Time, that we ſhall have no Time to follow our 
Studies. 

I anſwer, 1. Gaining Knowledge is a good Thing ; 
but ſaving Souls is a better. 2. By this very thin 
you will gain the moſt excellent Knowledge of God 
and Eternity. 3. But you will have abundant Time 


for gaining other Knowledge too, if you ſpend all 
your Mornings therein. Only ſleep not more than 
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you need : talk not more than you need. And ne- 
ver be idle, nor triflingly employed. But 4. If you 
can do but one, either follow your ſtudies, or inſtroct 
the ignorant: Let your ſtudies alone: I would throw 


by all the Libraries in the World, rather than be 
Built of the Perdition of one Soul. 


It is objected. II. The People will not ſubmit 
to it.“ If ſome do not, others will gladly. And the 


Succeſs with them may be ſo much, as to repay all 


our Lavour, O let us herein follow the Example 
of St. Paul. 1. For our general Buſineſs, /-rving 


te Lord with a!l Humility of Mind. 2. Our ſpecial 


Work, Take heed to yourſelves, and to all the Flock. 3. 
Dur Doctrine, Refertan'c toward God, and Faith in 
ear Lord Feſus Chrif, 4. The Place and Manner of 


Teaching, I have taught you publickly, ard from Houſp to 
| Houſe, 5. The Object, and internal Manner, 1 
cealed nit to warn every onr, Night and Day, with Trans. 


This it is that muſt win Souls, and preſerve them. 


5. Eis Innocency and Self-denial for the advantage 


of the Goſpel, I hare coveted no DMinns Silver or Gold, 
7. His Patience; reither I count my Life dear unto 
-1y/e;f. And among ail our Motives, theſe ſnould 
be ever before our Eyes: 1. The Church of God, which 
re hath purchaſed with his own Biuod ; 2. Grievens 
Folges ſpall enter in: yea, of y2ur o 1:jelves ſhall Men a- 
vile, ſpeaking perverſe things, Write all this upon your 


' Hearts, and it will do you more good, than twenty 


Years Study of lower Things. 
We may . Every Preacher take an exact Cata- 


logue of thoſe in Society, from one End of each 


Town to the other. 2. Go to cach Houſe, and give 


with ſuitable Exhortation and Direction, the“ In- 


ſtructions for Children.” 3. Be ſure to dea' gently 
with them, and take off all Diſcouragements as ef- 
ſectually as you can. See that the Children get 
theſe by heart. Adviſe che grown Perſons, to lee 


that they underſtand them. And enlarge upon anc 


apply every Sentence as cloſely as you can. And 
jet your Dealing with thoſe you begin with, be ſo 
gentle, winning and convincing, that the Report of 
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it, may move others te defire your coming. True, 
it is far eaſier to preach a good Sermon, than to in- 
: ſtruct the ignorant in the Principles of Religion. 
| And as much as this Work is deſpiſed by ſome, I 
doubt not but it will try the Parts and Spirits of us 
| all. So Archbiſhop Uſher ; “ Great Scholars may 


think it beneath them to ſpend their Time in teach- 
ing the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. But 
| | they ſhould conſider, that the laying the Foundation 
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kilfolly, as it is the Matter of greateſt Importance 
in the whole Building, fo it is the very Maſter-picce of 
the wiſeſt Builder, agferding to the Grate of Geo, wich 
Is given unto me, as a wiſe Maſter- Builder, I nave laid 1 
Ihe Foundation, ſaith the great Apoſtle, And let the ö 
woiſeſt of us all try whenever we pleaſe, we ſhall | 
find, that to lay this ground-work rightly, to make 
an ignorant Man underſtand the Grourds of Reli- 
gion, will put us to the Trial of ali our Skill.” 
Perhaps in doing this, it may be well, | 
1. After a few loving Words ſpckea co all in the 
Houſe, to take each Perſon fingle into another 
Room, where you may deal cloſely with them, a- 
bout their Sin and Niiferi and Duty. Set theſe 
home, or you loſe all your Labour. At leaſt let 
none be preſent but thoſe who are quite familiar 
with each other, 
2. Hear what the Children have learned by heart, 
3. Chvſc ſome of the weightieſt Points, and try 
by farther Queitions how they underſtand them. As 
„Do you believe you have Sin in you? that you 
| was born in Sin? What does fin deſerve ? What 
remedy has God provided for guilty, helpleſs Sin- 
| ners? . 
4. Oſten wich the Queſtion, ſuggeſt the Anſwer. 
As, What is Repentance ? Sorrow for Sin, or a 
Conviciion that we are gui.ty, helpleſs Sinners? 
What is Faith? A divine Conviction of things not 
ſeen ? Jo 2 
5. Where you perceive they do not underſtand the 
Streſs of your Quellion, you muſt lead them into it 
by other Queftions, So 1 have asked ſome, © How 
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do you think your many and great Sins will be par- 
doned ? They anſwer, ** By repenting and mending 
my Life,“ and never mention Chriſt. I aſk farther, 
« But do you think your Amendment will make ſa- 
tisfaction for your paſt Sins? They will anſwer, 


« We hope ſo, or elſe we know not what will.” 


One would think now, theſe h:d no Knowledge of 
Chriſt at all. And indeed, ſome have not. Put 
others have, and give ſuch anſwers only becauſe they 
do not underſtand the Scope of the Queſtion. Ask 


them farther, © Can you be ſaved without the Death 


of Chriſt?” They immediatelp+ſav, No. And if 
you ask, What has he done or uffered for you?“ 
They will ar, „ He ſhed his Blood for us,“ and 


profeſs, the, truſt in That for Salvation. But many 


cannot expreſs even what they have ſome Concep- 
tions of, ray, can ſcarce learn, when Expreſſions 
are put into their Mouths, With ti:cie you aig to 
deal excecding tenderly, eſt they be iſcourag d 

6.:1t 4 perceive them troubled that they cannot 
anſwer, ſtep in yourtelf, and rake the burden off 
them: Ar fu ering that Queſt on „eu elf; and then 
do it througnly ard plainly and make a tal Fxpli- 
cation of ine Whole Buſineſs to them. 

7. I hus, when you have tried their Knowledoe, 
proceed to inſtrud them yourſelf, accurd ny to their 
ſeveral Capacities. If a Man underſtand the Fun- 
damentals, fall on wha! you perceive he molt needs, 
either explaining further ſome Doctrine of the Goſ— 


ſpel, or ſome Duty, or ſnewing the Neceffity of 
Something he neglects, as may be moſt edifying to 


him, If it be one that is groſly ignorant, give him 
a ſnort Recital of the Chriſtian Religion in the plain- 
neſt Words. And if you perceive he undeiſtands 
not, go over it again till he does, and if poſſible fix 
it in bis Memory. 

8, Next, inquire into his State, whether con- 
vinced, er unconvinced, converted or unconverted. 
Tell him, if need be, what Converſion is. And 
then renew and inforce the Enquiry. 8 
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9. If you perceive he is unconverted, your next 
Buſineſs is, to labour with all your Skill and Power 
to bring his Heart to a Senſe of his Condition. Set 


this home with a more earneſt Voice than you ſpoke 


before ; for if you get it vot to the Heart, you do 
nothing. 

10. Conclude all with a ſtrong Exhortation, which 
muit contain two Parte, 1. The Duty of the Heart, 
in order to receive Chriſt; and 2. The avoiding 
former Sins, and conſtantly afing the outward Means. 
And here be ſure, if you can, to get their Promiſe, 
to forſake Sin, change their Company, and uſe 
Means. And do this ſolemnly ; reminding them of 
the Preſence of God, that hears their Promiſes, and 
will expect the Performance. 


11. Before you leave them, engage the head of 


each Family, to call all his Family every Sunday, 
before they go to Bed. and hear what they can re- 
hearſe, and ſo continue till they have learnt all 5? 


Jajlrn-'icns perfectly. And afterwards take care that 


they do not forget what they bave learned. 
12, Speak differently according to the difference 
of them you have to deal with, as they are dull and 


obſtinate, or timorous and tender. Be as plain 
as poſible to thoſe of weak Capacities, and give 


them-Scripture Proof for all you ſay. 

Let us in every Town, and wherever it is prac- 
ticable, ſet upon this Method in good earneſt, and 
we ſhall foon find why the Pepe are not better, VIZ, 


Becauſe we are not more 4z920in7, and more Hoch. 


Q. Why arc we not more knowing: 

A. Becauſe we are idle, We forget the very firſt 
Rule, Be deligent. Never be unemploy'd a Mo- 
ment. Never be triflingly employ'd. Never while 
away Time: Neither ſpend any more Time at any 
Place than is ſtrictly neceſſary.” 


I fear there is altogether a Favlt in this matter 3 


and that few of us are clear. Which of you ſpends 
as many Hours a Day, in God's Mord, as you did 
formerly in Man's Work? We talk, talk—Or read 


Hiſtory, or what comes next to hand. 


We 
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We muſt, abi olutely muſt, cure this Evil, or give 
up the whole Work. 

But how? 1 Read the mf u/efu/ Books, and 
that regularly and conſtantly. Steddily ſpend all 
the Morning in this Employ, or at leaſt five Hours 
in twenty-four, 

„ But I read on the Bible.” Then you ought 
to teach others to read only the Bible, and by parry 
of Reaſon, to hear any the Bible. But if fo, 
need preach no more. Juſt ſo ſaid George Bell. Ault 
what is the Fruit? Why now, he neither reads the 
Bible, nor any hing elſe. 

This is rank Enthuſiaſm. If you need no Book, 
but the Bible, you are got above St. Paul. "He 
wanted others too. Prins the Boks, ſays he, but ef- 
pecially the Parchments, thoſe wrote on Parchment. 

But I have no 7aſte for Reading.“ Contract a 
Taſte for it by Uſe, or return to your Trade. 
But different men have « ifferent Paſtes.“ There- 

fore ſome may read leſs than others ; but none ſhould 
read leſs than this, 

% But I have no Books.” I will give each of you, 
as faſt as you will read them, Books to the valde of 
five Pounds. And I defire the Aſſiſtants will take 
care, that all the large Societies provide the Chriſtian 
Library, for the uſe of the Preachers. h 

2. In the Afternoon follow Mr. Baxter's Plan. 
Then you will have no Time to ſpare : None for 
learning Latin, or Greek or Hebrew; You will 
have work enough for all your time, Then likewiſe 
no Preacher will ſtay with us, who is as Salt that has 
loſt it's Savoar. For to ſuch, this Employ ment would 
be mere Drudgery. And in order to it, you will 


| have need of all the Knowledge you can procure. 


The Sum i. Go into -rery Houſe in courſe, and 
teach erery 5/1 therein, Young and Old, if they be- 
long to us, to be Chriſtians, inwardly and outwardly. 
Make every Particular plain to their Undeiſtand- 
ing. Fix it in their Memory. Write it on their 
Heart. In Order to this there muſt be Line upon 
Line, Precept upon Precept. I remember to have 


heard 
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heard my Father asking my Mother, How could you 

have the Patience, to tell that Blockhead the ſame 
Thing, twenty Times over ?'* She anſwered «© Why, 
if I had told him but nineteen Times, I ſhould have 
!oft all my Labour.” What Patience indeed, what 
Love, what Knowledge is requiſite for this ? 

Q In what M: thod ſhould we inſtruct them? 

A. Read, explain, inforce, 

1. The Rules of the Society. 

2, Inſtructions for Children: 

The fourth Volume of Sermons : 
4. Philip H-nry's Method of Family Prayer. 

tees and above: Wherever there are Ten Chil- 
dren in a Society, ſpend at leaſt an hour with them 
twice a Week. And do this, not in a dull, dry, 
formal Manner, but in earneſt, with your Might. 

_ *« But J have no Gift for this.” Gift or no Gift, 
you are to do it, elſe you are not called to be a Me- 
thocid-Preacher. Do it as you can, till you can do 
it as you wou'd. Pray earneſtly for the Gift, and 
uſe the Means for it; IRENE Studying the Chil- 
dren's | racts. 

Q. Why are not we more Holy ? Why do not we 
live in Eternity? Walk with God all the Day long ? 
Why are we not all devoted to God ? Breathing the 
whole Spirit of M /ionaries ? 


A. Becauſe we are Enthuſiaſts: Looking for the 
End, without uſing the Means. | 
In order to be throughly convinced of this, we 
need only c n..der the firſt Minutes, p. 12. 13. and 
each examine himſelf upon each Article, 
To touch only upon two or three Inſtances. 
| Do vw riſe at Four? Or even at Five, when you 
do not preach ? 

Do you faſt once a Week ? Once a Month ? Do 
you know the Obligation, or Benefit of it ? 

Do you recommend the Five o'Clock Hour for 
Private-Prayer ? Do you obſerve. it ? Do not you 
find that any time is 10 time? 

O let us all Vir up the Gift ef God that is in us ! Let 
us no more /leep, as do others: But whatſoever our 
hand finaeth to ds, let us do it with our might ! 5 

London. Auguſt 22. 1766. 


